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         W.P. Morris Council #6645; Knights of Columbus 

The W.P. Morris Council #6645 of the Knights of Columbus has embarked on their 25th year. The following is an account of the motivated individuals that are regarded as the founding fathers of this Council and how they have set and established their mark in history.

Fr Joseph Julius, who served at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Cookeville, Tennessee from 1951 to 1954, established the Men's Club as a social and community organization for local Parishioners.  In 1974, the Men's Club became large enough to petition for organization as a Council of the Knights of Columbus. Rev. Edgar Ballentine made the first contact with state Officers of the Knights of Columbus seeking the formation and chartering of a Knights of Columbus council here in Cookeville. The Knights of Columbus is an international Catholic Fraternal organization that promotes Church, family, and community activities.

Chartered in January of 1975, the council was approved by the National Supreme Council and became Council Number 6645. The council was designated the William P. Morris Council in honor of William Patrick Morris, who was one of the first Catholics in Putnam County and was partly responsible for establishing the religion in Cookeville. James Morris, one of William and Daisy Morris' seven children, was a charter member and the council's first Treasurer. 

District and state officers of the Knights of Columbus from Nashville were involved with the formation, chartering, and installation of the first officers of Council 6645. These officers included Jack Coode (State Master), Sandy MacDougal (District Deputy), Phil O'Brien (State Secretary), Charles Webby, Alex Wiggs, Jay Jacobs, and James Morris. 

Many charter members of the W.P. Morris Council #6645 were active or inactive members of the Knights of Columbus from other councils. These members included the following: 

Rev. Edgar Ballentine- 
Readmission

Gilbert Gabriel - 
Transfer 

Daniel Drab - 


Reactivation

Alan Mosler - 

Readmission 

Joseph Einecker - 

Transfer

Joseph Pine - 

Reactivation 

Michael Flynn-

Readmission 

Charles Scheffer, Jr. - 
Readmission 

Robert Fort- 


Transfer 

Richard Troelstrup - 
Transfer 

The charter members that were initiated with the new charter in 1975 included the following: 

Miles Anderson 

Frank Bulow 


Phillip Campana 

Robert Copeland 

Francis Elliott 


Fred Francis 

Joseph Gillespie 

William Iverson 

Stanislaw Kaczmarek 

Kenneth Kintz 

Mario Lluria 


Richard Lukas 

James Morris 


Dennis O'Brien 

Robert Patrick 

Keith Pressler, Jr. 

Donald Ruelle 

William Schrader, III 

James Williams

Terrence Wilson 

Edmund Zegarske 

The initial officers installed under the new charter included the following: 

Gilbert Gabriel
Grand Knight 


Donald Ruelle

Warden

Terrence Wilson 
Deputy Grand Knight

Edmund Zegarske
Outside Guard

Joseph Einecker 
Financial Secretary

Daniel Drab

Trustee

James Morris 

Treasurer


Robert Fort 

Trustee

William Schrader 
Chancellor

Joseph Einecker has filled the Financial Secretary position since the Council was chartered back in    1975. Past Grand Knights include the following: 

Gilbert Gabriel 

1974-75

Darrell Shuburg

1985-86
Daniel Drab 


1975-76

Richard Medvid

1986-87
Frank Bulow 


1976-77

Gilbert Fernandez

1987-88
Richard Lukas 

1977-78

William Iverson

1988-89
Michael Flynn 

1978-79

William George

1989-90
Albert Cannella 

1979-80

Bernard Ciuffetelli

1990-92
Jack Miller 


1980-81

Robert Sotis


1992-93
Howard Brahrnstedt 

1981-82

Rick Moles


1993-94
Michael McNamara 

1982-83

Manuel Sanchez

1994-95
John Myers 


1983-84

Arthur Chase


1995-96
Eugene Cole 


1984-85 

Jeffrey Robichaud

1996-97







Keith Chesser


1997-99
During the first year of the Council, business meetings were regularly held on the second Tuesday of each month in the church basement. The summer of 1976 brought a change in protocol, as meetings were held on the first Sunday of each month after the 9:00 Mass. Knights met in the Church basement at 8:45 a.m. in order to enter and sit together at 9:00 Mass. Immediately after    the Mass, the Knights adjourned to the Holiday Inn on South Jefferson Avenue for a Dutch-treat breakfast, followed by a short business meeting. 

Although this tradition prospered for many years, the Holiday Inn eventually became too   expensive and the Knights sought alternative sites to hold their monthly meetings. As a foreshadowing of the future, the Knights moved their meeting location to Shoney's Restaurant.  Over the years, the Council's meetings moved from place to place, whether they were held in the Church basement, in Aquinas Hall, or in local restaurants. With the history of translocation in mind, the Council started a building fund in 1994 in preparation for a Knights of Columbus Hall  to serve their own needs. 

Business discussed in monthly meetings included plans and updates on Church and Council activities, donations to local charities, and community work. Early activities included an annual summer picnic, installation banquet, bingo nights, casino night, wine and cheese party, parish dinners, dances in Aquinas Hall, and the Tootsie Roll Drive fund-raiser. 

Bingo night was a tradition started by Joseph Einecker, James Morris, and Frank Bulow in 1975. Meeting once a month in the church basement, bingo was anticipated by parishioners of all ages  and attendance steadily grew through the years. Although state law ended bingo night in 1980, bingo for donated prizes continued the tradition for occasional covered-dish dinners at Aquinas  Hall as well as the annual spaghetti dinners and Octoberfest events in recent years. 

Casino night was a unique, annual event held in the original Catholic Center house in the late  1970's for the Knights, parishioners, and others. Trying their hand in roulette, black jack, and   craps, participants gambled with "play" money with an auction at the conclusion of the night to redeem their money for donated prizes. 

The annual summer picnic, the wine and cheese party, and the Christmas party were held at   various locations over the years. Hidden Hollow Park was often the setting for early Knights of Columbus family picnics. Socials were occasionally hosted by the Knights and their wives. 

The Knights would also honor the altar servers for their services to the Church with trips to Tennessee Tech football games or Opryland Amusement Park. The Knights also purchased a  plaque dedicated to the altar servers and placed it in the church basement. Altar servers have their names engraved on the plaque after 5 years of service. 

Initiation ceremonies and the installation of officers took place at the Church and socials or banquets that followed were held in the Church basement, Aquinas Hall, the Holiday Inn, the Country Club, or at other locations. New members traditionally are initiated with the first degree   of the fraternal order with a second and third degree to follow. Only third degree members are allowed to be officers. 

The Tootsie Roll Drive is the major charitable fund raiser of the Knights. Proceeds are donated to city, county, and state organizations to help the mentally retarded. Over the weekend preceding Thanksgiving Day, the Knights call on local businesses, industries, and individuals to help fight mental retardation by donating in the campaign. 

Money raised in the first four years of the Council #6645 were donated to several local projects including the Upper Cumberland Pre-School Intervention Program, the Sycamore School Handicapped Children's Program, the Human Resources Agency, and the Special Olympics.      Most of these, along with others, continue to receive Tootsie Roll Drive funds. 

The donation to aid in the Tennessee Tech Pre-School Intervention Program helped to identify    pre-school children with educational handicaps and provided training and materials to parents and handicapped children of the 14-county Upper Cumberland area. The project allowed many handicapped children to begin school in regular classroom settings and prepared others for special education classes. 

Another group that benefited from the donations of the Knights of Columbus was the Comprehensive Developmental Center located at Sycamore Elementary School. The Knights provided funds to purchase special equipment and materials including orthopedic chairs, exercise bicycles, and typewriters. The Sycamore School program grouped its students into several classrooms according to their physical and mental capabilities. 

Knights annually presented a check to the Putnam County Human Resources Agency to be used to help brighten Christmas for area children in foster homes. In addition to donating money to the Special Olympics, the Knights volunteered their time to keep time and assist the participants in the annual athletic event for local and regional handicapped children. 

Stationed at various shopping centers and supermarkets, the Knights offer Tootsie Roll candy for individual contributions, whether it is a dollar or a dime. Tennessee Tech student volunteers also participate by conducting an on-campus effort as well. Although the Drive is primarily a  nationwide project, all proceeds from the Council #6645 remain in Tennessee as half of the net profits support charities on a local basis and half are directed to state programs. 

Donald Ruelle and Gilbert Fernandez have been the guiding forces in initiating and continuing the  Tootsie Roll Drive. While responsible for serving as the first chairman of the Drive, Don's lasting impression was his creation of "Mr. Tootsie," a human-sized, plush replica of a Tootsie roll that  was to be manned by a Knights of Columbus member at donation booths. A "Junior Tootsie" was also created to be manned by children. Gilbert Fernandez took over the reins of directing the   annual Drive from Don and has also been responsible for organizing and running the annual spaghetti dinners since their inception. 

Although never a Grand Knight, Don played a key role over the years in the council's    development with his organizational skills and commitment to the Knights of Columbus. In  addition to his initiating the Tootsie Roll Drive and the annual Octoberfest dinners, Don often organized work sessions that included landscaping the church parking lot, installing missal racks   on church pews, painting the church and basement interior walls, washing and waxing floors, repairing plumbing, and other maintenance work. 

The accomplishments of Council #6645 have been recognized nationwide and the council has received numerous awards by state and national organizations. These have included a number of Star Council Awards, the highest honor given by the National Supreme Council. Frank Kos, a dedicated fourth-degree member who is deceased, constructed the trophy case, which is presently located in the church basement. This case holds past awards that the council has received as well   as scrapbooks and other items collected over the past 25 years. After his passing, the Council   voted to make an annual donation in Frank's memory to the Muddy Pond Volunteer Fire Department. This group of Mennonites, which were Frank's neighbors and friends, offers  protection to the area including Frank's farm residence. 

By encouraging the participation of Church, family, and community activities, the Knights of Columbus Council #6645 seek to promote the Catholic values of respect for religious leaders, the sanctity of life, and the importance of family. 

Charter Members of

              Wm. P. Morris Council #6645

Knights of Columbus

With

Installation Officers

[image: image1.png]



New officers for Cookeville's Knights of Columbus are, from left, standing, William Schrader,

Chancellor; Gil Gabriel, Grand Knight; Terry Wilson, Deputy Grand Knight; Joe Einecker,

Financial secretary; Dan Drab, Trustee; Jim Morris, Treasurer; Don Ruille, Warden; Ed 

Zegarske, Outside Guard; and Bob Fort, Trustee.  District and state officers from Nashville

were also present for the meeting. Seated, from left, are Jack Coode, State Master; Charles

Wehby, Past Grand Knight; Sandy MacDougall, District Deputy; Alex Wiggs,

Insurance Agent; Jay Jacobs, Grand Knight; and Phil J. O'Brien, State Secretary.
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